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t/ict #rs. Clifford Durr, wife of the former Federal Communications 

Commissioner, had full knowledge of the conspiracy . 

that tftis espionage ring was operated by Joseph Selders, The 
Reverend Malcolm Dobbs, Howard Lee, Jose Dfr Lash, and Gilbert 
Forks. 
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or Shite Rouse advisors in a manner favorable toward the interests 
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have endeavored to determine what the attitude of the individual 
'with whom he had contact might be on other questions in which the. 
Soviet Union might be interested, lie also pointed cut that such > 
actions on the part of the Communtstsdid not necessarily meat that 
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During 195U Ur* and Mrs. LASff have had a summer hone built at a cost 
estimated at about $UO,OOO-05O,OOO on their land and during the month 
of August 1 95k, Urs. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT visited for about t\ro weeks 
with the IAS9 family in their new hone. * 
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Vineyard, Massachusetts , that Mrs. ROOSEVELT must have loaned the 
LASH's money to build the house inasmuch as there has been no indi- 
cation that either JOSEPH P. LASH or his wife could afford to build 
such an expensive summer hone theras elves. . 
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instant file is being consolidated into subject's 
main file, (NY 100-80298), and the Bureau is requested 
to advise whether submission of a report in instant case 
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NEW YORK «ft H. Y. /Cot A 
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November 19,1974 


Mr. Clarence M. Kelley 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, U.C. 

Dear Sir: 


1 am a writer whose most recent book was 


a biography of Eleanor Roosevelt, ELEANOR AND FRANKLIN. 
I am now at work on a book about Roosevelt and 
Churchill and It is In connection with that that I 
am addressing this query to the Bureau. 


leader of the United Mine Workers, It is asserted that 
in an interview between Lewis and Roosevelt on October 17, 
1940, when the President solicited Lewis's support, 
the latter asked why the FBI was tapping his phone. 

The President said that was "a damn He," but Lewis 
replied that Frank Murphy, the former Attorney General 

had told him, and that he, Murphy, had seen FDR’s order 
to the FBI to do so. 


from FDR? If so, did it goow out of Lewis's contacts with 
William Rhodes Davis, an oilman in touch with Goering 
who had floated a Goering peace balloon in late 1939? 

Your helpin establishing the historical facts 
will be greatly appreciated. 


In the biographies of John L. Lewis, the 


My questions are: was there such an order 
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Mr. Joseph P. Lash 
20 East 9 Street 
New York, New York 10003 
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A review of our files for information concerning 
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the questions you raised in your letter of November 19th 

P* 1 

failed to reveal that President' Franklin D. 


a wiretap to be placed on John L. Lewis' telephone. 
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Clarence M. Kelley 
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NOTE: Records in Bufiles concerning the Lewis and Roosevelt 

conference specified in correspondent's letter reveal that 
Lewis told Roosevelt he had been "under surveillance" for some 
time by the Secret Service of* the FBI. When the Director was 
informed of this allegation, he denied it in a letter to 
Stephen Early, Secretary to the' President# dated 10-31-40 , 
stating that "this Bureau never has and is not now making . 
any investigation of John L. Lewis."' (62-28488-3,4). In 
1949, the "Chicago Daily News" printed -a version of the con- 
versation similar to that of the correspondent's which had 
. % ^ . .. « • ‘ • ~ 
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„ _ . Attorney General xn j.939-40 

end a Supreme CourtJustice thereafter, was on friendly 
terms with the Bureau and Mr. Ho over up until the time of 
his death in 1949 (62-56748 , 94-405*6). BufUe 1.00-50914 
reflects that correspondent was refused a Navy commission 
probably because of his previous membership in Communist 
front organizations and also that he was a friend and ^ .. s 

protege of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. "Who's Who In America” 
states Cash is a writer who formerly wrote for the "New York - tv¥ ' V 
Post," serving as an assistant editor for editorials from 
1961-66. In 1972, he received the Pulitzer Prize for 
biography. 
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jSDUJYAH MEMORANDA ~TO JOHN DEAN 
(PRESIDENT ROOSfc. VELT’S ADMINISTRATION - 
ALLEGED INFLlty^C^ OF CERTAIN FBI 
STVESTIGATIONS - DQN1A5H AND SUMNER Wc lL I « E5 ) 
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That memorandum staled 
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Aided no Investigation con ce ram 

» 

. . , • 

Alas been subsequently determined that t folder on Welles 
~was formerly maintained 'in the "Official - Confidential” files in former 
Director Hoover’s office. This folder, which is presently maintained 
’ in the office of Associate Director N. P. Callahan, was not indexed 
to general Bureau indices and, therefore, was not discovered in the 
previous review of Bureau files concerning Welles, 

ThiB folder contains toe results of an extensive investigation 
conducted in 1941 concerning allegations of homosexual activity of Welles, 
The investigation was conducted at the request of the President of the 
United states and toe results were furnished to imn. 
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NOTE: Based on memo H. N. Bassett to M 7 '. Callahan captioned "Sullivan 
Memoranda to John Dean (President Roosevelt’s Administration — Alleged 
Influence of Certain FBI Investigations - Don Lash and flnmn ax. .W sUes) * ’ 

dated 2/19/75, JTSajw. ~,.-rzQSSZj(££ 
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I BCmVA N MEMORABDATO JOHN DEAN 
(RESIDENT ROOSEVELTS ADMINISTRATION - 
ALLEGED INFLUENCE OF CERTAIN FBI 

B-DDN^ASH 



. IN V ESTIG ATIONS 


AND SUMNER WELLES) 


*¥ memcnmnriirmdated 3/31/75 raptirropd as mbove aet Jarth results 
^Taf inquiry by Inspection Division concerning the allegations in the "Sullivan 
.JMemccranda" captioned ’Be: President Johnson, Politics in theFBL " In the 
• ;; Sullivan M emoran d a, page .2, lart paragraph, dl states in part that fie Roose 
. s Johnson rdnrmistraticns used the FBI for inlitiral purposes. It -was alleged 



.President and Mrs.. Roosevelt *V. . would indicate to FBIthey -sere art i 
-da FBI pushing, certain mvestigaiaons too far if the .subjects were ones the 
. Booeevelts did not want derogatory information developed on lor they liked 
*. them or wanted them to avail themselves of their services: 3*wo examples 
. cff this are Don Lash and Sumner Welles when the tarter was U 
State and information had been received that he was a homosexual. 


Let -S ecretary of 


-s. ♦ * -w ♦ 


. A review of Bureau files disclosed that no investigation had ever been 
conducted concerning Welles; however, there was information in Bureau files 
indicating he was a homosexual. . A letterhead memorandum was furnished to the 
.Department setting forth the results of the review of Bureau files and stating that 
the FBI had conducted no investigation concerning Welles. 
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A subsequent review of material previously maintained in Director Hoove 
office revealed that an investigation was conducted at the request of the President 
of the U. S. in 1941 on allegations that Welles had made improper proposals invol' 
ing perversion to employees of the Southern Railway Company while on a trip. 
.Extensive investigation was conducted and the results were furnished to the Pres ic 
This information concerning Welles was maintained in the "Official - Confidential' 
files in the Director's office and was not indexed to general Bureau indices. 
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A letterhead memorandum is attached for Hissem 
setting forth information concerning the investigation of ^ 
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JanuarySl, 1975 


SULLIVAN MEMORANDA TO JOHN DEAN 
(PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S ADMINISTRATION - 
ALLEGED INFLUENCE OF CERTAIN FBI IN- 
VESTIGATIONS- DQN.LASa AND SUMNER WbLl&$ 
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' The Sullivan Memoranda, page two, last paragraph, states in part, 
that the Roosevelt and Johnsoo Administrations n 
purposes. It was alleged President and Airs. Roosevelt .. 

A> FBI Ibep were not interested in FBI posting pertain isvecsttgattons tooiar 
ttibe subjects were ones the Roosevelts did not want der og a t o ry information 
.developed on ior.ikey liked them jar wanted to avail themselves of their 
’services. ' Two examples of this are Don Lashrand £nmner Welles when the 
tatter was Under-Secretary of State and information had been received that A 
he w»s a homosexual. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HtREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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DON LASH 

PROBABLY JOSEPH P. LASH) 

7 “ X 

eau files, based on information available, disclosed 
no information that a Don Lash was associated with the Roosevelt Administrate 
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£«♦. Affairs . 
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Gee. hr. , — ... 


Inspect ion 
teatt — 


It appears that Sullivan was, in fact, referring to Joseph Lash who - 
apparently did have a close relationship with. Eleanor Roosevelt and was a fv 
frequent guest at the White House. Bureau files disclose that Joseph P. Lash, 
aka Joe Lash, was born in New York City November 2, 1909, He reportedly ^ 
joined the Socialist Party of the United States in 1929 and resigned from that ^ 
party in September, 1937. Lash was inducted into the United States Army £ 
April 29, 1942, commissioned a Second lieutenant on L£ay 13, 1945, and . ' 
discharged on October 2, 1945. , 

Prior to Lash's induction into the United States Army,, he unsuccessful: 
applied lor a commission in the Naval Intelligence Service. In connection 
with his failur ' to receive a commission, &.rs. Eleanor Roosevelt directed a 
letter dated January 9, 1942, to Attorney General Francis Biddle requesting 
him ”. . . to run down for me through the Federal Bureau of Inver 
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Colonel Doaovan'e Naval Inspectors, and the 

.really have on Joe Lash. . Mrs. Roosevelt staled that Lashtold the 

Uavy the absolute truth on all Ms former connections - that he had never 
Maned a Communist Party card; however, he had been very close to tne 
"Surtv mid he told them that he had made a break with them at the tone of 
the Kasi-Russian Pact. Mrs. Roosevelt indicated that she was seriously 
worried not what will be done to Lash but the effect it would have on the 
groups with which he has been working. She indicated she would etal® 
everything she had on Lash and so would her son, Franklin, Jr. , . who 
atlere&to write a letter to the Navy saying that lash is a highly idealistic 
im« who perhaps was too radical when he vas young, but would always 
work for toe good of the majority. 

• • 

.Mrs. Boosevelt’s letter was forwarded to FBI DirertarHoover 
bv Attorney General memorandum dated January ID, 1842. The Attorney 
General requested toe Bureau to furnish him with inf ormattoncontained in 
Bureau file b concerning Joe Lash and was to ascertain what Colonel 
. Lonovan and toe Dies Committee may have. 
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By memorandum to toe Attorney General dated January 14, W42, 

Mr. Hoover furnished a five -page summary of information contra to toe 
Bles of toe Dies Committee concerning Joseph P. Lash. A review of those 
' files was made by a representative of the FBI. 

Mr. Hoover further advised toe Attorney General that toe files 
in toe office of Colonel Donovan failed to disclose any information 
Joseph P. Lash. Based on the fact Lash was a member of the United States 
Army, and because of his past subversive activities, an ^L OP 

him was conducted by the Counterintelligence corps, G-2, sometime prior 

to December 1843. at which time it was learned that Lash s relationship 
with Mrs. Roosevelt was an intimate; One. The real Its of this investigation 

were subsequently made known to President Roosevelt by toe military. 

; ■ ^ v - 

Joseph P. Lash was not toe subject of an FBI investigation during 
this period. 

^ SUMNER WELLES 

^ review of Bureau files disclosed that Sumner Welles was boro 
October 14, 1692, at New York, New York, nerved m Astfsta* Secretary 
of State from 1833 to 103? and as Under -Secretary of State from May, 1-37, 
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until July or Augue" 1843. 
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, . : 3y letter dated December 50, 1945, the Bureau furnished to the Chief, 
Divislonof Foreign Activity Correlation, Department of State, as of possible 
interest* .translation of an nmraymous letter -dated November IS, 1845, originally 
written la Soa^l^nj^j/ostoarked Dominican Republic. . Jibe . letter was originally 
received states in part: ", . . the 

relations tha^Ss^envee^h^ComnuSe^or Fan American Democracy and 
Mr. Sumner Welles are fanovn. , , It Is suggested that you check to ascertain 
If it Is certain that the true cause lor which President Roosevelt expelled 9 
Sumner Welles from the Department of State was because he maintained abnormal 
sexual relations with Negro. servants who worked in the Department of State. « 

'The Bureau file does not state specifically why tee above information was 
disseminated to tee Department of State; however. It is now speculated the 
.Department of State would be interested because of tee reference to abnormal 
sexual relations with Mr, Welles on tee part of Negro servants who worked 
in the Department of State. 

' After leaving tee State Department in 1943 , Mr. WelleB lectured, wrote 
for various newspapers aad authored several books on foreign affairs. 


The FBI had conducted no investigation concerning Welles; however, other 
■ces rec-orted that he was a homosexual. He died in 1961. 
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Attorney General Edward H. Levi 
Department of Justice 
%6htag(oa«D.C. 
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Attorney 



I an an established writer, the authoi 




Eleanor and Franklin, among other books. 
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Telephone Rm* ■■ — 
Director Sec’y — 



Saved the Vest is afeout" to go to the printer . A book ha* 
recently? ^ Man Called Inteepid, by Williaj&^tevenson, di 
with the o^h^ations of British Intelligei^c^Nfoi the Unite 
during World War li t especially in the period o^Cfore Pea 
including the cooperation extended to it by the FBI, The 3 
makes some rather startling claims about the exploits of British 
Intelligence in the United States , which appear to me to be seriousl^jL 
nflatea, to say the least. 

There is almost nothing in the Roosevelt files 
at Hyde Park to substantiate the claims made in this book. The one 
agency that might have material in its files that would shed light 
on its claims isth^FB^. I telephoned Director Kelley's office and 


CO C& talked with a 


telling him my plight and asking whether I 



^ t could not com^aow^t^washington and talk with someone in the 
1 Bureau familiar with the relevant files who might be able to 
answer my questions. He seemed to understand my problem and told 
me to write to Director Kelley, which I promptly did. That was three . 
weeks ago and I have heard nothing. 

My previous experience with the Bureau in trying jf 
to obtain material relating to what Roosevelt asked of the Bureau /I 
in regard to America First and what he obtained, was not encouraging V. 
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in terms of the time it took 
I turn to you and hope that y 
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the material finally provided.. So 
an assist me. i 
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20 East 9th Street 
New York. New York IC$$ 





— Attorney General tdward Hr LevI — 

Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 





Deer Nr* Attorney General: 

I am an established writer, the author of 
Eleanor and Franklin » among other books* 

m 

. 

W 

The manuscript of a book I have been working 
on for three years, toesevelt and Churchill: The Partnership that 
Saved the itest ; is about to go to the printer* A book has appeared 
recently. A Man Called Intrepid, by William Stevenson, dealing 
with^yfe operations of British Intelligence in the United State s 
duritt^World War II , especially in the period before Pearl Habbor. 
including the cooperation extended to it by v the FBI. The book 
makes some rathet startling claims about the exploits of British 
Intelligence in the United States, which appear to me to be serious ly ^ 
inflated, to say the least* 



There is almost nothing in the Roosevelt,. files 
at Hyde Park to substantiate the claims made in this book. The one 
agency that might have material in its files that would shed light 
on its claims I telephoned Director Kelley's office and 

talked with te Hl n S him my plight and asking whether I 

could not come down to Washington and talk i*ith someone in. the 
B xeau familiar with the relevant files who might be able to 
answer my questions. He seemed to understand my problem and told 
mj to write to Director Kelley, which I promptly did.- That was three 
weeks ago and I have heard nothing. 

My previous experience with the Bureau in trying 
to obtain material relating to what Roosevelt asked of the Bureau 
in regard to America First and what he obtained, was not encouraging 
in terms of the time it took and the material finally provided. So 

I turn to you and hope that you can assist me. 
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Director Clarence M. Kelley 
Federal Bureau 'of Investigation 
9th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue HU 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear 


Keller: 


I & 
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- la connection with ay booh, KOOSEVJXT A!S) 

CKURCuILL : The Partnership that Saved the West, a !new problem has 

arisen just as ny manuscript i3 on the point of bein» cent to 
the printer. 

♦ - v 

. . 

It has to do with the book A MAW CALLED 
INTREPID by hilllam Stavanson and deals vich the operations • 
of British Intelligence in the United States, chiefly in the 
period 1949-1941 and allar-ea that IhTRZ? ID- Stephenson 
was the covert link between Roosevelt and Churchill, 

* * 

There is no naterial at the Roosevelt Library * 
to coa fc -.rz thlo claxr). That* of course, is by no i% 3 ans conclu- 
sive*^ ^ ^ Sf c °urse, knovm that 3!oosevelt ordered Mr* Hoover 
and tie ±BI so coo? a ra to with Itephcnson and rhe or^naiza-ion, 
British Security Coordination, but it has been gener al ly 
assured chat that cooperation related to combatting Hati 
and, for a tine, corjuunist subversion in the western henis^htre. 

tills new booh claiins rxuch nore« t*. T ould it be 
possible to exanine E3I filer, danlipt* viththa Abney's 

cooperation with the Eritish operation? My primary and exclusive 

interest i3 in establishing the raliabilitv of the Stevenson 
book. 

< 

# 

Since time has now become a pressing matter 
for me, perhaps, if one of your people i.> familiar with thin 
material, I could cose down and talk with him - or her. 

I would greatly appreciate your assistance 
in this rentier. !ly telephone number is 212 475 3527. 
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ALL IMPORTATION CONTAINED 
HtRLLs IS uiwtASSIFlED- 


Sincerely, 
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UNITED STAOB GOVERNMENT 

Memon idum 
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TO 


•USB. 


FROM : JL. K. BASSETT 


HtU 



qate: : 3aaaary2L 2375 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERE!.* lo uuJLASSIiTED 

SULLIVAN MEMORANDA TO JOHN DEAN 
(PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S ADMINISTRATION - 
ALLEGED INFLUENCE Kg CERTAIN FBI 


JDTSESHGATIONS -DON LASH AND .SUMNER WELLES) 




3/SD/75 capfimed "Special 
Otim e n finn, Atlantic City, Mew Jersey, 8/22-2* 
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by the Inspection Dtrrtsion 
.goueni&s the nUegatLcns in the ^SoUxvan Memoranda" captioned '!Re: 
Fresksst Johnson, Politics in the FBL V Jn the Sullivan Memoranda, page 
last paragraph, it states in part that the Roosevelt and .Johnson administrat 
used the FBI far political purposes. It was alleged President and Mrs. 
Roosevelt . . would indicate to FBI they were not interested in FBI 
■pushing cer tain irveirtigatioas too far if the subjects were ones the 
Roosevelts did not want derogatory information developed on for they liked 
j H«» 7 n q x wanted them to avail themselves of their ^rvices. Two examples 
of this arc Don Lash aud Sumner Welles when the latter was Under- 
secretary of State and information hari been received that he was a homo- 
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A review of Bureau Dies, based an information available 
information that a Don lash was associated with the 
Roosevelt Administration. Bureau 



From a review of Bufiles it appears lhat Sullivan was in fact referrm 
iph P. fash who did have close connections with the White House, \ 
uifically Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, and was reported to be a frequent 
ite House guest. Tash was being considered for a commission with the 01 
of Naval Intelligence (ONI). That agency conducted an investigation in this 

into 



regard; however, Lash was not offered a commission. He was i 
the XL S. Am y on 4/23/42 and was discha rged on ID/2/45. . 
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,1941, .Boreas disseminated inf ownatim tsootasned in onr 




fee Socialist Jftucty of the Uiiited_SUte6 in 1229 and tesimml team mme 

“ ' , 123*/. 


to the 
joined 


JO 



BareaaXilfis i nd ica te that Lash was involved in otter .subversive activities 
11929. Bullies also disclose a memorandum from Francis Biddle, then Atton 



Ti 


to 


d a ted 1/3D/42, eanlasing a letter directed to him fa te d l/S/42 by Mrs. 
M i n XL Roosevelt, Assistant Director, Office of Q diian nefgBgt, shp 
the Attorney General to obtain iwfnrmatinn frrp her through ^ FBI as 
what Colonel Donovan's Naval Inspectors and the Dies Committee really have 


-By mem o r a ndu m dated l/M/42 Thw»n fa wiid>gd thp .Attorney General the 

in the Dies Committee Die and advised the Attar 
tte office of .OdooelDaBonn •m f nr n nlirr 



< ’tf s mamfcuned m^Ur. JSoover's Q£hc8 cautioned 
ormation obtained by this Bureau in ISIS S tow 
Counterintelligence Corps of G-2 (CIC) and 
'he intimate relationship between Joseph 1 



tevelt. The intimacy of their relationship as told bj 

r is supported by CIC report and by letters addressed to Lash while 

he was in the Army, from Mrs. Roosevelt, copies of which were f urnish ed to the 
-Bureau by dC and are also part of thin folder. President Roosevelt was briefed 
by the military concerning this relationship between i^ash and Mrs. Roosevelt. 
This folder shows no disseminatiai outside the Bureau and was extremely guards: 
and restricted to a few officials close to the Director. 


Sumner Welles was Assistant Secretary of State 1933 - 1937, and Under- 
secretary of State from May, 1937, to July or August, 1943. 

By letter dated H/20/45, SAC, Denver, .furnished Bureau a letter written 
in Spanish datedJI^15/45 and postmarke d Dominican Republic. This letter was 
received The letter makes reference to the 

relations that existed between the Committee for Pan American Democracy and 
Sumner Welles and suggests that the true cause why President Roosevelt expellee 
Welles from the Department of State was because he maintained abnormal sexual 
relations with Negro servants who work in the Department of 
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iSfliten I temoHui da to John Bean 


TO® receipt of the above - m ent i oned letter, it was channelled to the 
_ __ Dutsioa, Section Chief Crawford H. Carson. No reason is noted on 
■Bureau copy why this information was disseminated to the State Department 
on U/ 20 /tS; however, it is speculated the information was itiaatminateri to 
ilt lft fteHa et Foreign Activity Correlation, Department of State, it 

reference to the ConaaittEe-for Pan American Democracy he cause 

M was alleged Welles maintojnsit abnormal sexual relations with employees 




Wflep i w l concerning Welles; however, other sunrees indicated he 
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Araril 23, 1976 



Mr. ?oee ph P. Luh 
20 East 9th Street 
Nee York, New York 

Dear Mr. Lash: 


10003 


All B5F35r. , AT50!l CONTAINS! 
KLREi;, iS ti.JiASSIFIED - 
DATE //. ?-?r BY 


This Is to acknowledge your 
elth enclosure, directed to Attorney 
which was referred to the FBI and 


of April 5, 1976, 
Edward H. Levi, 
on April 8, 1976. 

X have been Informed you were contact ed 
telephonlcally by Special Agent Thomas B. Bresson of our 
Freedom of Informal ion/Privaey Acts (FOI/PA) Section and you 
were notified that your request would be handled under the 
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. As you were 
advised, the information within the scope of your request 
is not subject to retrieval from our records without 
conducting considerable research. I regret our backlog of 
thousands of FOI/PA requests preclude the handling of your 
request within the short time your publishing deadline would 
allow, however, I am sure you can appreciate the fairness 

^ handling these matters in chronological order according 


dpt 


MAILED 10 


1 


APR 23 1976 


« 

I 


FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Kelley 


Aasec. Oir. __ 
Oep . AP A4m, 
> D*p. AO lav. . 
\ Asst. Oir.: 

1 Admin. ■ - - 
* Cemp. $r*t, 



M. Kelley 
Director 


s Enclosure 
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fesJLEju 
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COKTAINBJ, 


Serb 
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Eat. Affairs _ 
Files 4 Cam. 
Gen. Inv. . 
Ident. 


Inspect ien 

Infall. — 


Plan. A Enel. 


Training 


1 — The Deputy A 

Attention : ‘ 

Note: During referenced telephone conversation of 4/20/76, 

Lash acknowledges difficulty in describing the records he 
sought, but understood the backlog situation in the FOI/PA 
Section. He hoped to be able to converse with an FBI 
representative to obtain a refutation of information contained 
in Mr. Stevenson's book which apparently conflicts with ~ 
Lash's book. He was advised that because of the age of the 
Information, no FBI representative would be able to comment 
with out supporting record data, and this would involve 
^search time. Lash's book is already scheduled for 

e is therefore withd rawin 
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MF. Joseph P. Lash 

20 Bast 9th Street 

Hear York, Hew York 10003 

Dear Mr, Lash: 


4 , IS 

1 - Mr. Walsh ( Enel 
Attn: 


ALL INF. 


ir^r ; f. 


: i •; 5' r { .ijj 4 

HERO* i-i wiiviniSiHEO 

DATE/4^**L~BYS/2Z 





This Is In reference to your letter date* July 11, 
1975, with enclosed check in the amount of $30, and your 
letter of September 22, 1975, concerning your Freedom of 
Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request. 

An exceedingly heavy volume of FOIPA recuests 
has been received these oast few months. Additionally, 
court deadlines involvinq certain historical cases of 
considerable scope have been imposed upon the FBI. Despite 
successive expansions of our staff responsible fon FOIPA 
matters , substantial delays in processing requests continue. . 


In an effort to deal fairly with any request 
requiring the retrieval, processing and duplication of 
documents, each request is being handled in chronological 
order based on the date of receipt. Please be assured that 
ycur request is being handled as equitably as possible. 

'We have made a search of a considerable number of 
files concerning the America First movement and have located 
material which appears pertinent to your request. 

will be necessary at the time these documents 
are processed to consult with a representative for White nouse 
FOIPA matters to assist in making a final determination as to 
what may or may not be released. 
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Heneosha, Mass. 02552 
July 11, 1575 

Kr. Clarence K. Kelley .Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

Dear Mr. Kelley: #. 

I have your letter of June 17,1975, 
stating that the material I* desire relating to the America 
First Movement will, under Department of Justice regula- 
tions, erst me approximately $517, In accordance with 
yovLT requirement I am enclosing a check of 880 as a deposit 
on that amount. 

I will be here at Menecsha, Mass, until 
Lab r Day. If the material can be processed before then I 
would like to have is sent to me here; after that date it 
should be mailed to me at 20 bast 9th Street, New York City, 

/c-oos,, ^ » 


I aptflfesiate your cooperation. 
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^ o C1 f r ? ace M * Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20835 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 


20 Ea et 9th Street 
«e» York, N.Y. 10003 

September 22 , 1975 


delivery to . speed “P the 

£5"L2 ”t zirif 1 ^*"“ ° f 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
huKLiii IS oiwLMSSIFiED^t 
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Mr. Joseph P. Lash 
20 Bast 9th Street 
New York, New York 
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Dear Mr. Lasht 
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looos ALL INFORMATION' CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS uy.lASSIFIED 
DATEjx^aZ — BY: 

This la In reference to your letter July 11, 

1975, with enclosed check in the amount of $80, and your 
letter of September 22, 1975, concerning your Freedom of 
Information-Privacy Acte (FOIPA) request. 

> • - V ^ ’ z • • 

An exceedingly heavy volume of FOIPA requests 
has been received these past few months . Additionally , 
court deadlines involving certain historical cases of 
considerable scope have been imposed upon the FBI. Despite 
successive expansions of our staff responsible for FOIPA 
matters, substantial delays in processing requests continue. 

In an effort to deal fairly with any request 
requiring the retrieval, processing and duplication of 
documents, each request is being handled in chronological 
order based on the date of receipt. Please be assured that 
your 1.8 being bandied as e<juitably as possible# 

a search of a considerable number of 
America First movement and have located 
pertinent to your request. 


Me have made 
files concerning the 
material which appears 
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It will be necessary at the t ime these documents 
are processed to consult with a representative for White Bouse 
FOIPA matters to assist in making a final determination as to 
what mav or mav not be released. 


Aiioe. Dw. 

Ptp. AD Adm. 
Dep. AD h*». - 
Am. Oio.t 
Admin. — - — 


1 — The Deputy Attorge^^enera^^ Enclosures 
Attention: 
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Training 
tofol Coufl 
Telephone * 
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NOTE: Biifiles 100-4712 and 62-43818. 

.. /»<^ Cut<»f LfLCi Z- 

flise :mjh (6) 

:\ .n, 

1 Ti |76 

MAIL ROOM PT~1 TELETYPE UNIT I I 






108 








CPO : 1975 O * 569-; 










■ * ?% 


> 



3 = 





ssr -.<*.-.>.•*• v >■ 

-■ «• -— • «s.--i«- V'- •?--. 


''*s * '. 


- A 
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Joseph P. Lash 
30 East 9th Street 
New York, New York 10003 



30Jan76 


Nr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Kelley: 

On November 4, 1975 you wrote me in regard to 
®y request under the FOIPA for jkaterial relating to the 
America Fipst movement. You indicated that the material 
had been located pertinent to my request. 


6 


As I wrote you in my initial letter dated May 17,1975, 
I desired to examine this material in relation to a book 
that 1 am doing on the Roosevelt- Chur chill partnership. 


The manuscript of the book has now been completed. 

If the material is to be of any use to me, I must obtain 

it in the next few weeks. I do not want to burden you 

unduly with a scholar's requests when there are more pressing 

matters for you to be concerned with, but surely it 

should have been possible for the Bureau to have made 

this better than 35-year old data available more expeditiously. 
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Sincerely yours. 
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March 1, 1976 
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20 East 9th Street 
Hew York, Maw York 


10003 


Dear Mr* Lash* 


. f. 


, i W rftt>??nT!ON CONTAIN®* 

ALL wi&w. “ ,J :\ c ^5cn 

H r* I . > . ~ ' . /%Ov/* * i L.U 

LP.Clii '.w «••'.*■ ow 

DATE -BY 



- . 1 ’ . 

This is in reference to your letter dated 
January 30, 1976, concerning your Freedom of Information- 
Privacy Acts (FOXPA) request. 

Me have completed processing your request, and 
those documents proposed for release are currently being 
reviewed by a representative for White House FOIPA matters 
as explained in my earlier letter. 



We expect to have the results of this review 
ithin two weeks. You will be advised at that time as 
to what can be released and a final determination of 
the charges incurred for processing. 

6incerely yours, 

C. M. ifcUsafi, 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


1 - The Deputy Attorne 
Attention : 


iuac. Dir. 


msesggl 1 
NOTE: 




- Enclosure 


Lash has requested reports that went to the 


o.i>. ao * d««. _ ^££5 House concerning the American First movement. They 

are currently being reviewed by the Intelligence Division 
umm an d its White House liaison section. Bu£t I e. s /oo - 2. / 
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Mr. Joseph ?. Lash 
20 East 9th 
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Maw York, Hew York 10003 
Dear Mr. Lash: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Btftti,. io OSviASSlFIED 

.BY. 
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Reference is made to ay letter of March 1, 1976. 
The records which yon requested have been processed, and 
documents available for release consist of 167 pages. 

Since It was not necessary to search all of the 
numerous references to the America First movement, Z am 
returning your deposit check of $80. You are being charged 
only for the duplication fees incurred at the rate of 
10 cents per page, pursuant to Title 28, Code, of Federal 
Regulations. Sections 16.9 and 16.46. 


your 

__ Lnves 

$16.70, these documents will be forwarded to you. 

Sincerely yours. 


to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the amount of 

I £< 
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enee M. Kelley 
Director 


Enclosure 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General 

Attention : 


D 




tt7& 



NOTE: The deposit was based on the more than 1400 references 

to the America First dilovement . The material for release was 
located in 3 main files without having to search the references. 
It has been reviewed by the White House through liaison 
section of our ^itelligence Division. Bufiles (100-81322 
62-43818 an' 
mse:dkb (5) 


Inspect fen 
Intel I . 


Legal Coen. 
Flen.AEvel. 
Spec. lav. 
Training 
Telephone 

D beater Wc\ 
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